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HARMONY FESTIVAL — KATANNING 
Statement by Member for Roe 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.53 pm]: On Saturday, 16 March, my home town of Katanning hosted its tenth 
Harmony Festival, which is an annual celebration of cultural diversity. It was a timely event after the terrible news 
spread of the attack on mosques in New Zealand, sadly resulting in the loss of lives. Katanning held a minute’s 
silence at the opening of the festival for the victims and their families in New Zealand. The imam at the Katanning 
mosque and local coffee shop owner Alep Mydie has always played an important role in bringing the 
Harmony Festival together, and was there for the opening ceremony and festival events. As a small regional town 
with 45 different nationalities, Katanning is the most multicultural town in WA. With over 7 000 visitors this year, 
it was the most successful Harmony Festival to date. The street festival was opened with a welcome to country by 
Lester Coyne. Joining in the celebrations with me were Hon Paul Papalia, Mr Rick Wilson and Bruce Manning. 
The Katanning Harmony Festival working group began planning almost a year ago. A tremendous amount of work 
went into bringing this festival to light. Congratulations to long-term volunteers and organisers Juaini Taylor, 
Carl Beck, Moo Kwa, John Nazary, Stephen Dennis, Andrew Pritchard, Lesley Balinski, Travis Menghini, 
Sam Davis, Ainnatul Aeson, Ziagul Sultani and Liz Guidera. A special thankyou to the Shire of Katanning for 
committing 31 staff and 30 volunteers to this year’s event. I commend Katanning and the organisers of the 
Harmony Festival for their continued celebration of cultural diversity, tolerance and unity, and their great respect 
for our community.  
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